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Hundreds in need turn out for Christmas meal in
south Redding
Clay Duda
6:00 PM, Dec 20, 2013
local

It was a packed house Friday as more than 1,000 people stopped by to feast at the Good

News Rescue Mission’s 17th annual Christmas Banquet in south Redding.

Organizers braced for a record turnout, preparing 1,200 plates of turkey or ham, yams,

mashed potatoes, pies and other fixings that were served to hungry guests every hour on

the hour from 11 a.m. until 6 p.m.

“There is just an incredible amount of community support that makes all of this possible,”

said Cesar Partida, the mission’s executive director. “It always seems to come in

abundance.”
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More than 400 families also received a Christmas basket, which included a turkey and a

hefty assortment of sides to help host a holiday meal at home. About 300 kids were given

gifts - two apiece - during the annual children’s program, and roughly 500 coats were

distributed to help weather the cold winter months ahead.

“A lot of people out here on the streets are so happy to be here because we’re human just

like everyone else,” said Greg Wygant, 28, who volunteered at the event and has been

staying at the mission off and on for nearly 10 years.

Wygant said he recently devoted his life “100 percent, all the way” to his higher power Jesus

Christ, and he was thankful for the mission’s support over the years.

“Sleeping outside you never know where you’re going to have to lay your head,” he said.

“Here, I definitely feel comfort, security and love from complete strangers, and that’s

something I’m not going to pull away from. It’s something I’ve been without my whole life,

and I enjoy this.”

About 270 volunteers signed up to serve and put on the event.

Long-time helper Ruth Hendrickson said it is the people who keep her and her husband

coming to serve year after year.

“It’s an opportunity to share God’s love,” she said. “Just being with the people and meeting

people is the best part.”

The mission will dish out more than 40,000 meals over the holiday season, and not just

during the popular Thanksgiving and Christmas banquets, said spokesperson Sabrina

Charlson. While volunteer turnout for those events tends to be strong, the mission is always

looking for volunteers other days of the year. It is also still working to meet its goal of

raising $100,000 by the end of the year to help fund services designed to help people

become self-sufficient, like its job readiness and drug and alcohol recovery programs.

A woman named Alicia, who declined to give her last name, said she has the drug and

alcohol recovery program to thank for helping get her life back on track.

“I’m about to transition out next week after 13 months,” she said. “I have my self-respect

back, and that’s major for me. I have a great relationship with Jesus Christ I didn’t have
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before. Being here at the mission has helped me do that.”

She said she wanted to volunteer during the event just to see people smile.

Those interested in learning more about the Good News Rescue Mission can

visit www.gnrm.org or call 530-242-5920.

http://www.gnrm.org/

